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Katch Kan emerged in 1994 in response to the environmental challenges in the energy 
sector,  its Rig Safety System(RSS™) and Zero Spill System (ZSS™) assist sustainable 
development by protecting and preserving the land, water and personnel in the oil and 
gas industry.  These innovative systems work together to optimize the health and safety 
of those involved in upstream oil and gas projects, while minimizing pollution and 
maximizing operational results.  Katch Kan™ systems enable oil and gas exploration to 
occur in a proactive and eco-efficient manner. By using our systems, Operators and 
Contractors can turn any drilling or work-over rig into a zero spill environment, and 
minimize the waste of expensive drilling fluids, resulting in a cleaner, a safer and more 
productive working environment. Katch Kan builds these systems under ISO 9001 and 
14001management systems and operates a full service field operation in Canada under 
COR guidelines. Katch Kan is a global leader in reducing environmental footprint and 
operational safety in the oil and gas drilling industry with 90% presence in the Canadian 
Market and this innovative technology has been adopted in over 60 countries 
worldwide. 
 
 
Abbas Al-Saigh, Ph.D., P. Eng. 
V.P. Business Development 
Middle East & North Africa 
 
• Petroleum (B.Sc.) and Chemical (M.Sc., Ph.D.) Engineer. 
• Joined Katch Kan Ltd. as a V.P. Business Development MENA region in January 2012, to 

date. 
• Over 12 years of Petroleum Industry experience, with the major oil sands plant at Syncrude 

Canada Ltd., and with Kuwait National Petroleum Co. (KNPC) at the Shuaiba Refinery. 
• Over 20 years of International Marketing of Petroleum Equipment, Services, and 

Technology, including Training and Education. 
• Agent of Qatar Petroleum in Canada and USA for Training and Education since year 2000 

to date, coordinating the Education program for their sponsored students. 
• Former Director of Middle East & Africa with the Department of Economic Development 

and Trade (AED&T) of the Province of Alberta – Canada, for over 7½ years (Feb. 1988 to 
August 1995). 

• Have been engaged in research, development, academic teaching and in training. 
• Among other career: 
  Holds a process patent. 
  Member of Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscience of Alberta  (APEGA), 

and the Institution of Chemical Engineers (IChE) of UK. 
  Fluent in English and Arabic. 

http://www.katchkan.com/


 
 

 
Founded in 1911, SNC-Lavalin is one of the leading engineering and construction 
groups in the world and a major player in the ownership of infrastructure. From 
its offices in over 40 countries, SNC-Lavalin provides EPC and EPCM services to 
clients in a variety of industry sectors, including mining & metallurgy, oil & gas, 
environment & water, infrastructure and clean power. In many cases, SNC-Lavalin 
combines these services with its financing and operations & maintenance 
capability to provide a complete end-to-end project approach. 
 
SNC-Lavalin maintains exceptionally high standards for health and safety, ethics 
and compliance and environmental protection, and is committed to delivering 
quality projects on budget and on schedule to the complete satisfaction of its 
clients.  With projects in some 100 countries, SNC-Lavalin generated C $8.1 billion 
in revenues in 2012, of which some 62% was generated from its Canadian base 
right across Canada.  SNC-Lavalin's 18,000-strong Canadian employment base of 
high-value added engineering and technical expertise is headquartered in Quebec 
(6,400) but is also based in Ontario (5,100), Alberta (4,000), British Columbia 
(1,500) and in the rest of Canada. 
Another 14,000 highly skilled people work in Latin America, Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa.   

Sam Boutziouvis was appointed Vice-President, Government Relations and 
Multilateral Development Institutions for SNC-Lavalin Group Inc. in December, 
2012.   He reports to Erik Ryan, Executive Vice-President, Strategy, External 
Relations and Marketing.   

In his position based out of Ottawa, Sam is responsible for senior SNC-Lavalin 
relationship management with the Government of Canada. He works with SNC-
Lavalin senior management and with SNC-Lavalin product business units to help 
secure essential political, diplomatic, public service and crown agency (EDC, 
CCC) support for the company’s domestic and export market expansion. He 
represents the corporation by maintaining ongoing relationships with federal 
government officials and political leaders, multilateral development institutions 
and national and international industry associations. 



Sam’s 20-plus years of experience with the Canadian Council of Chief Executives 
(a CEO-based public policy advocacy organization) will assist in these tasks. Over 
his career with the Council, Sam held positions of increasing breadth and 
responsibility and was Vice-President, Policy, with a focus on international and 
fiscal issues for several years. Prior to that, he was a senior analyst with the Gas 
Exports Division at the then-called Department of Energy, Mines and Resources 
with the Government of Canada. 

Sam is a graduate from Carleton University (MA in Public Administration), 
University of Ottawa (undergraduate degrees in Economics and Biochemistry) and 
the University of Western Ontario (Executive Program).   

 

 

 



 

 

 Sonoro Energy Ltd. 
  
Sonoro is an international bitumen exploration and development company. 
Our current focus is a pure play on asphalt resource exploration and development 
in Iraq. 
Sonoro has initiated the evaluation of resource opportunities under our asphalt 
license agreement in the Salah ad Din Province. 
 
 

 

Richard Wadsworth 
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 

Mr. Wadsworth has more than 20 years of 
successful experience in developing unconventional resource projects. He has 
been involved in various projects  
where there was little production, poor infrastructure or markets for bitumen, 
growing them into significant assets through his vision and operational strengths. 
He was Co-Founder, President and COO of Bankers Petroleum Ltd. (“Bankers”), an 
oil and gas exploration, development and production company listed on the 
TSX & AIM, from its inception in 2004 until August 2008. During this period, he led 
Bankers in re-developing its bitumen field, building a comprehensive team, 
the necessary infrastructure and external relationships resulting in reserves 
growing to over 150 million barrels and production from 500 bopd to over 6,000 
bopd.  
Mr. Wadsworth previously led and managed a joint venture company for the 
initial exploitation of the current Bankers oilfield in Albania on behalf of Premier 
Oil Plc  
and its three international E&P partners. Previously, he held various roles within 
Koch Petroleum Canada over 9 years mainly in the bitumen sector.  
Mr. Wadsworth holds a Chemical Engineering degree from the University of 
Calgary, and is a registered Professional Engineer with APEGA. 
  



Westdev International  

Westdev is an international business consulting firm specializing in direct 
investment and joint ventures. 
Westdev has over two decades of success working with Canadian companies to 
expand their operations to numerous international markets. 
We work with Canadian companies, particularly those in the energy industry, to 
locate and develop suitable business and project opportunities, and viable 
partners in the Middle East. 

Our services include screening prospective companies to ensure they meet the 
needs of our clients, introductions and follow-up meetings, advice on cross-
cultural business issues, and works with local companies and government 
ministries, embassies, and other agencies.  
We also work with companies in the Middle East who seek foreign companies as 
suppliers and for their expertise. Westdev also works closely with all government 
bodies. 

 
Mrs. Sandra LeBlanc, for the past twenty years, has held 
various directorships, executive, management and in-house 
consultant positions in private and public international 
energy companies, both upstream and downstream.  Her 
expertise is, working with the technical team, for the 
acquisition of commercially viable international assets. This 
includes a process to identify, evaluate, source human and 
financial capital, recommend and oversee the 
implementation of the non-technical aspect of international energy related 
projects.   
Mrs. LeBlanc has worked on projects with an investment value of $1mm to $1.2 
billion dollars, throughout the Middle East, North Africa, West Africa, Latin 
America, the Former Soviet Union and Asia.   

Sandra LeBlanc is a Canadian citizen, born in Canada and resides in Calgary, 
Alberta Canada. 

 




